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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

- If NO penod for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

- Farlure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U S C § 133) 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce anv 
eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )IS Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on 12 April 2002 . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)IEI This action is non-final. 

3)n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD, 1 1, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4M Claim(s) 14.16,19.22.28 and 35-69 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) |EI Claim{s) 28,35-37 and 41-55 is/are allowed. 

6) |E1 Claim(s) 14.16,22.38-40.56-58 and 60-69 is/are rejected. 

7) |EI Claim(s) 19 and 59 is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification Is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) n The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-{d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application), 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

1 ) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) U Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) |_J Infomnation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademartt Office ' ~ ' ~" — ■ 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) Office Action Summary Partof Paper No. 15 



Application/Control Number: 09/248,419 
Art Unit: 2876 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 14, 16, 39, 40, 56-58, and 60-65 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Belluci et al. (US 5,635,012) (hereinafter referred to as 'Belluci') in view of 
Dries et al. (US 5,986,670) (hereinafter referred to as 'Dries'). 

Belluci teaches a system for producing a personal ID card. A video camera 46 may be 
used to capture the image of a subject 48 and feeds the image to a personal computer 51. The 
image is digitally compressed and stored in a computer database (col. 6, lines 32-34). A two- 
dimensional machine readable code 30 associated with the subject 48 is imprinted onto the 
surface of a card 60. The code 30 may be encoded with textual information identifying the 
subject 48 (col. 6, lines 54-65). A scanner 64 reads encoded information 70 of the card 60 and 
feeds the information into the computer 51. Encoded data, including photographic and textual, 
may be regenerated from the code 30 and displayed on the computer screen. 

Belluci lacks the teaching of the processor, video data capture system, and memory 
module housed within a camera body and the teaching of storing the identifying name of the 
element in the memory of the video camera system. 
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One of ordinary skill in the art would have readily recognized that incorporating the 
processor, video data capture system, and memory module into a camera body would have been 
an obvious engineering design choice and is not given patentable weight since no new and 
unexpected result develops from the incorporation of the components into a camera body. 

Dries teaches a conventional video camera 16 for capturing images (col. 5, lines 24-49). 
A user database stores the image and the image name (col. 37, lines 12-17). 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have readily recognized that storing the 
corresponding image name along with the image is beneficial since, in this manner, the image is 
always identifiable to one that wishes to retrieve the image from memory. Therefore, it would 
have obvious, at the time the invention was made, to modify the teachings of Belluci with the 
storage of the image name along with the image in a memory as taught by Dries. 

3. Claims 22 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Belluci/Dries as apphed to claim 14 above, and fiirther in view of Wakabayashi (US 5,903,706) 
(hereinafter referred to as 'Wakabayashi'). 

Belluci/Dries do not teach a removable memory module. 

Wakabayashi teaches a video camera unit 5 featuring a card slot 13 for receiving a 
PCMCIA card 14 (memory module) (col. 4, lines 44-51; col. 9, lines 22-26; fig. 1). 

The benefit of coupling a PCMCIA card to a video camera is the added storage space and 
memory provided to a video camera which may be in frequent use or used for a plurality of 
operations, thereby giving the user a wider range of storage options. Therefore, it would have 
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been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to modify the 
teachings of Belluci/Dries with the PCMCIA card as taught by Wakabayashi. 

4. Claims 66-69 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schlagheck 
et al. (US 5,808,303) (hereinafter referred to as 'Schlagheck') in view of Bhardwaj et aL (US 
5,580,172) (hereinafter referred to as 'Bhardwaj'). 

Schlagheck teaches an infi-ared, focal plane array radiometric 94 used to capture images 
of abnormal thermal readings on a printed circuit board 33. The information acquired by the 
camera 94 and passed to a computer 96 for processing is stored in a RAM 104 and then 
transferred to a hard drive 105 for post processing and displayed on a CRT 107. A bar code 
reader 95 acquires the necessary information, namely board type, model number and other 
parameters which are used to set up the correct testing sequence. This information is fed to the 
computer 96. 

Schlagheck lacks the teaching of a video data capturing system. 

Bhardwaj teaches a video camera 12 used for producing a thermal image of a part 16. An 
IBM AT compatible computer 18 analyzes video images and controls the system (col. 3, line 66- 
col. 4, line 20). 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the incorporation of a video 
camera into the invention of Schlagheck would have been beneficial for providing real-time 
transmission of the image, thereby quickening the process of recording the image. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious, at the time the invention was made, to modify the teachings of 
Schlagheck with the video data capturing system of Bhardwaj. 
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Schlagheck/Bhardwaj lack the teaching of a digital data processor, a video data capturing 
system and a memory module housed within a camera body. 

One of ordinary skill would have readily recognized that positioning the aforementioned 
components into a camera body would have been an obvious improvement for efficiently 
packaging the components together. Therefore, it would have been obvious, at the time the 
invention was made, to modify the teachings of Schlagheck/Bhardwaj so that the components are 
packaged together. Furthermore, placing components into a single unit holds no patentable 
weight. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 28, 35-37, and 41-55 allowed. 

6. Claims 19 and 59 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

7. The following is an examinees statement of reasons for allowance: Although the prior art 
of record teaches video camera systems having a variety of applications and functions, the art 
fails to teach, or fairly suggest either alone or in combination thereof, a method and system for 
performing a videographic survey of a plurality of survey elements comprising the steps of: 

preparing a videographic survey database on a base computer operating a database 
program for storing and organizing data, the videographic survey database including a separate 
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element record for each of the survey elements with each separate element record comprising a 
first data field for storing an identifying name of the survey element and a pluraUty of other data 
fields associated with the identifying name for storing other data associated with the survey 
element, the other data fields including data fields for storing any one of, a video image, an audio 
data file, a text data file, and graphics data file; 

transferring the separate element record for each element of the survey fi-om the base 
computer to a memory module contained within a video camera system; 

associating a barcode, including a bar pattern representative of the identifying name of 
the element, with each of the survey elements; 

selecting one of the survey elements of the videographic survey for recording a video 
image thereof; 

scanning the barcode associated with the selected one of the survey elements with a 
barcode scanner which is in direct communication with the video camera system to determine the 
identifying name of the selected element, thereby identifying the selected element, thereby 
identifying the selected element to the video camera system; 

recalling the element record associated with the selected element fi-om the memory 
module; 

capturing a video image of the selected element with the video camera system; 
converting the video image to a digital video image within the video camera system; and, 
storing the digital video image in an appropriate data field of the element record. Also, 

determining the parameters relating to conditions of capturing of the video image of the element 

reads over the prior art of record. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments received 4/12/02 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

With regard to the newly amended independent claims 14 and 61, a new rejection is cited 
above indicating that the new limitations wherein the steps of "providing a video camera system 
comprising a digital data processor, a video data capturing system and a memory module each 
house within a camera body" is not given patentable weight. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Wood et al. (US 5,675,149) teach a compact thermal camera. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jamara A. Franklin whose telephone number is 703-305-0128. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G Lee can be reached on 730-308-4909. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 308-7722 for regular 
communications and (703)308-7722 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 




JAF 

January 13,2003 




